The Squadron of Flying Ships
which tried to prevent its operation. By accurate
marksmanship he silenced an anti-aircraft battery near
Bugatch railway station. During the reconnaissance
flights he photographed the enemy positions; the
photographs being used by our troops during the
battle at Yazlovetz.
"The actions of Staff-Captain Pankratieff as de-
scribed herein contributed substantially to the success
of our military operations/'
The successful military raids of our ships resulted
in concentration by the adversary of pursuit squadrons
with fast, efficient planes. Obviously they had several
good pilots, well informed about the unprotected blind
spots in our planes. The pursuits approached our
ships directly from the rear, opening fire from a short
distance. A simple signal system was quickly de-
veloped, and in such cases the "Mourometz" would
make a sharp turn and open fire from the side guns.
This, however, would spoil the chances of bombing,
and still left the plane in danger if several pursuits
should attack it at the same time.
Finally, the officers of the squadron worked out a
scheme for mounting a machine-gun at the rear of the
fuselage, and I was given the problem of designing it
I increased the stabilizer so as to take care of the
weight of a man with a machine-gun and ammunition,
The middle rudder was removed and was replaced by
two large rudders located far from the centre line- At
the end of the fuselage a cockpit was arranged for the
gunner, with a sort of a windshield as protection from
the stream of air. The picture shows a man m this
gunner's cockpit, and the fork that supported the gtm.